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As Christians, how do we view our nation? Is 
America still the land of the free and the home 
of the brave? Or is our nation dangerously adrift 
on a sea of complacency and immorality? Too 
often we are content to think only of our families 
and ourselves, and ignore the world around us. 
We pay little attention to the continual changes 
taking place in governmental policies.

Like the frog in lukewarm water—unaware 
that the water is boiling until it is too late for him 
to leap—we, too, may be in more danger than we 
realize. When more than 3,000 babies are aborted 
every day, the Bible and the Ten Commandments 
are removed from the classroom, and prayer in 
the school is forbidden, it is time to assess where 
we are as a nation.

Psalm 33:12 states: “Blessed is the nation 
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whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for 
his inheritance.”

We should ask ourselves, however, whether the 
Lord is still America’s God—or, like the children 
of Israel, are we now pursuing other gods? 
Although our Founding Fathers based America’s 
important documents—such as the Declaration 
of Independence—on Christianity and the Bible, 
through indifference, ignorance, and neglect of 
biblical principles, we are in danger of losing our 
precious freedoms. However, it is yet possible to 
reclaim what we’ve already lost if God’s people 
will awake and rise up.

As an immigrant—now a naturalized citizen—
to this great country, I would like to share some 
of my concerns for America. I have come to 
love America and its rich heritage. This country 
means so much to me because of the persecution 
I experienced in my birth country of Egypt. I 
know firsthand what it is like to be persecuted 
for one’s faith, and I understand the process that 
takes place in a country to get to that point. When 
I observe these telltale signs rising everywhere in 
our country, it causes me great alarm.

Imagine with me the following scenario. Due 
to my kindness and hospitality, I decide one day 
to bring a young man into our house. He needs 
food, shelter, and a job—all of which we gladly 
provide for him. He also needs an identity, so 
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we let him use our family name—giving him 
all the privileges and responsibilities of being in 
our family.

After a few years, the young man decides he 
doesn’t like the arrangement of the furniture, 
so he rearranges it without regard to the rest 
of the family. Then, over our vigorous protests, 
he decides that family devotions are offensive 
to him, so he insists that our family must stop 
praying together. Moreover, he decides that 
having too many Bibles in the home is offensive 
to him, so he takes the Bibles away.

Finally, he tells me, “If you ever talk about your 
religious views publicly, I will have to take you 
to court because I find your views offensive.” His 
attitude is reflected as follows, “You brought me 
into your family, you gave me all of the privileges 
and legal rights of being a member of the family. 
Therefore, you have lost your rights to continue 
living your biblical and moral lifestyle because I 
don’t like it.”

He continues by saying, “I may be one of seven 
in this house, but because I believe that your 
belief system is out of date, I demand that you 
be silenced while I pillage and reinterpret your 
faith for you. I demand that you accept my new 
understanding of the foundational principles of 
your life.”

You are probably thinking, I can’t imagine a 
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worse nightmare for my life and for my family’s life 
than this.

Something much like this has been happening 
in our own country of late. From my past, I know 
what it is to grow up in a family that has been 
subjected to socialism. I know, too, what it is 
like to lose family property. In fact, overnight, 
my father and many friends and relatives lost 
the company that had belonged to their families 
for years. In the 1960s, they lost everything they 
had worked for because the government seized 
their property and possessions. The argument, 
of course, was that the government knew better 
how to handle the family’s belongings.

Let me caution you that these same things have 
been happening in America for the past 60 years.

America, in her generosity and kindness, has 
always opened her doors to immigrants like me. 
I am most thankful and appreciative for that. I 
also want to assure you that many modern-day 
immigrants want the America envisioned by her 
Founding Fathers. 

We want the America of which George 
Washington said, “It is impossible to rightly 
govern the world without God and the Bible.”

We want the America of which Abraham 
Lincoln said, “The only assurance of our nation’s 
safety is to lay our foundation in morality 
and religion.”
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We want the America of the Founding 
Fathers who said, “When the importance of 
religion is diminished . . . so is the effectiveness 
of government.”

We want the America of which the Supreme 
Court in 1844 said, “The Bible, and especially 
the New Testament [should] be read and 
taught as divine revelation in the [schools, 
otherwise] . . . where can the purest principles of 
morality be learned so clearly or so perfectly as 
from the New Testament?”

We want the America of which New York 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Kent said in 1811, 
“We are a Christian people, and the morality of 
the country is deeply engrafted upon Christianity, 
and not upon the doctrines or worship of those 
imposters [other religions].”

We want the America of which the Supreme 
Court of New York in 1811 also said, “Whatever 
strikes at the root of Christianity tends manifestly 
to the dissolution of the civil government 
. . . because it tends to corrupt the morals of the 
people, and to destroy good order.”

We want the America of which Daniel Webster 
said, “The principles of all genuine liberty and of 
wise laws and administrations, are to be drawn 
from the Bible and sustained by its authority. 
The man, therefore, who weakens or destroys 
the divine authority of that book may be an 
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accessory to all of the public disorders which 
society is doomed to suffer.”

Webster’s words are all too prophetic. And many 
immigrants, myself included, want to see a return 
to the America Webster’s words described—an 
America that looks to the Bible for guidance and 
direction. Today, far from heeding the words of 
earlier courts, our present-day courts have been 
busily striking at the Christian foundation of our 
nation. Moreover, the education bureaucracy is 
busy rewriting American history.

Growing up in Egypt, I had a better grasp of 
American history and the Christian basis for 
its foundation than most students in American 
schools. Today, American children learn little 
about actual American history as a wide variety 
of grievance groups have conquered prime space 
in our children’s history textbooks. 

Textbook content is often influenced by 
pressure groups that inflict their agendas on 
children, taking up valuable space for feminism, 
environmentalism, Islamic advocacy, and other 
special interests.

The most disturbing trend in textbooks is their 
treatment of Islam, where misinformation is used 
to portray it in the most favorable light. Islamic 
extremism is glossed over—even to the point 
of omitting the terrorists’ Islamic faith when 
covering the 9/11 attacks—and jihad is explained 
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as simply an internal struggle to please God.
 Such historical revisions should be repulsive 

to all Americans, but especially to Christians 
since they undermine the very principles on 
which America was founded. 

Who is responsible for those actions—and 
what can we do to change the situation? A 
leading educator clarified the issue when he 
noted, “If a foreign government had done to the 
nation’s schools what we have done, we would 
have considered it an act of war.”

The media, too, does its best to make anyone 
who says positive things about the God of our 
Founding Fathers appear fanatic or stupid. 
People—especially the media—are careful not 
to say anything negative about Mohammad or 
Buddha or Krishna, but a person can blaspheme 
the name of the Lord continually, and no one 
will consider him politically incorrect. Such 
blasphemy is deemed part of a new era of 
enlightenment. In reality, it signals a return to 
the dark ages.

For a moment, let’s look back at history. On July 
4, 1776, one of the most important documents in 
the history of the United States was signed. This 
document marked the birth of this great nation, 
which, under God, was destined for world 
leadership. Although this document was called 
the Declaration of Independence, it was really 
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a Declaration of Dependence. While America’s 
forefathers sought independence from the British 
crown, they signed a declaration of dependence 
on Almighty God. Further, while they desired 
freedom from foreign domination, they chose to 
surrender to the Creator of the universe. Their 
intentions are clearly stated in the closing words 
of the Declaration of Independence:

“With firm reliance on the protection of divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other 
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”

The 56 courageous men who signed this 
important document knew their words 
represented far more than high-sounding 
rhetoric. They realized that if they succeeded, 
they would experience years of hardship and 
struggle to maintain this new democratic 
phenomenon. If they failed, they would face a 
hangman’s noose as traitors.

These men were willing to pay the ultimate 
price because they believed that to be born free 
is a privilege, and to die free is an awesome 
responsibility. In light of the dedication of these 
men, don’t we have the responsibility to uphold 
the standards they set in place?
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No country is perfect, but I choose to live in 
this country because there is no nation I love 
or respect more than these United States. And 
there is no other place where people have 
more freedom.

A fact to consider about the United States: 
There is no other place more hospitable or 
more caring.

People can point out the problems we have in 
this country such as homelessness and corruption 
in government. However, if we compare this 
country to the rest of the world, it would be hard 
to top this nation. Why is this so? The so-called 
goodness of this mighty nation is because it was 
founded and built for the honor and glory of 
God, with a firm reliance on the protection of 
divine providence.

CHERISHING THE PRICE
OF FREEDOM

t
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For more than 100 years following 
the Declaration of Independence, this 
nation continued on its godly path. In 
1892, the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Church of the Holy Trinity v. United States said:

Our laws and our institutions must necessarily 
be based upon and embody the teachings of the 
Redeemer of mankind. It is impossible that it 
should be otherwise, and in this sense and to 
this extent, our civilization and our institutions 
are emphatically Christian . . . This is a religious 
people. This is historically true. From the discovery 
of this continent to the present hour, there is a 
single voice making this affirmation.

The Court ruling continued:

We find everywhere a clear recognition of the 
same truth . . . These, and many other matters 
which might be noticed, add a volume of unofficial 
declarations to the mass of organic utterances that 
is a Christian nation.

After reviewing the Court’s ruling in 1892 and 
considering some of the Supreme Court’s rulings 
in the last 40 to 50 years, we need to ask: Why has 
the great dream of our Founding Fathers turned 
into a nightmare?
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 ◆ Why has Christianity in America become 
the object of ridicule?

 ◆ Why do our governments take on such 
enormous levels of debt?

 ◆ Why is sexual immorality rampant in 
the entertainment industry, while out-
of-wedlock births soar and traditional 
families decline?

 ◆ Why do our young people turn to drugs at 
such alarming rates?

 ◆ Why is the rise of Islamic extremism 
treated with such complacency and 
ignorance?

To answer these questions and others about our 
current problems in America, we need to turn 
to the Bible. Some 3,600 years ago, God called 
the nation of Israel to be His chosen people and 
made the same promises to them that He made 
to our Founding Fathers. These praises are set 
forth in Deuteronomy 28:1-6:

If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully 
follow all his commands I give you today, the Lord 
your God will set you high above all the nations on 
earth. All these blessings will come upon you and 
accompany you if you obey the Lord your God: 
You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the 
country. The fruit of your womb will be blessed, 
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and the crops of your land and the young of your 
livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs 
of your flocks. Your basket and your kneading 
trough will be blessed. You will be blessed when 
you come in and blessed when you go out.

Deuteronomy 28 also contains the curses that 
follow if the people refuse to follow God and 
walk in disobedience. Verse 15 makes clear: “If 
you do not obey the Lord your God and do not 
carefully follow all his commands and decrees I 
am giving you today, all these curses will come 
upon you and overtake you.”

The curses are spelled out in the remaining 
verses of 28.

In the Old Testament, the people understood 
that to keep the covenant meant life. To break or 
disobey the covenant meant abandoning it and 
facing certain death. America’s Founding Fathers, 
by signing the Declaration of Independence, 
were actually covenanting with God.

Throughout the 200 years that ensued, the 
nation went through good times and bad, 
and made its share of mistakes. However, in 
recent times, our nation has deliberately and 
systematically chosen to drift away from God in 
the following ways:

 ◆ We willfully broke the covenant of the 
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Founding Fathers.
 ◆ We tampered with God’s absolute 

standards—the Ten Commandments.
 ◆ We ridiculed Christian believers while 

acquiescing to Islamic demands and 
ignoring Islamic misdeeds and oppression. 

 ◆ We began to tolerate the same sin 
that brought destruction to Sodom 
and Gomorrah—calling it an 
alternative lifestyle.

 ◆ Our courts that once legislated against 
immorality began to grant freedom to 
everyone. And “everyone did as he saw fit” 
(Judges 17:6).

 ◆ Our courts have allowed murder on 
demand—what can we expect?

 ◆ Our courts have expelled prayer from the 
schools, so we should not be surprised at 
the problems that replaced it: drugs, teen 
alcoholism, teen pregnancy, promiscuity, 
and children killing children at school.

Sadly, these problems no longer shock many in 
our nation. Jeremiah’s words ring true: “Are they 
ashamed of their loathsome conduct? No, they 
have no shame at all; they do not even know how 
to blush” (Jeremiah 6:15)?

America has forgotten what it is to blush, 
and our eyes have grown accustomed to the 
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darkness. Yet the most distressing situation is 
that whenever someone tries to point out the 
root of these problems—

 ◆ He is labeled old-fashioned.
 ◆ He is labeled a bigot.
 ◆ He is labeled intolerant.

We should be intolerant to the ills of our 
society, and we should be especially intolerant of 
godlessness and wickedness. 

The reason that this great nation is beset 
with problems and corruption is because our 
lawmakers and courts have deliberately and 
systematically distanced themselves from the 
covenant that the Founding Fathers made 
with God.

The Old Testament prophets dealt with 
corruption and godlessness in Israel and Judah. 
And God had to punish the people for their sins 
and for breaking the covenant that had been 
established between themselves and Yahweh.

The book of Jeremiah, in particular, showed 
the people of Judah suffering because they had 
been disobedient and had broken their covenant 
with God. In Jeremiah 2:8, the prophet notes 
where the sin began: “The priests did not ask, 
‘Where is the Lord?’ Those who deal with the law 
did not know me; the leaders rebelled against 
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me. The prophets prophesied by Baal, following 
worthless idols.”

The spiritual breakdown of Judah had begun 
with the religious leaders and lawmakers. 
Jeremiah clarified the spiritual condition of Judah 
in Jeremiah 2:3: “My people have committed two 
sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living 
water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken 
cisterns that cannot hold water.”

1. They have forsaken Me.
2. They have dug cisterns that do not 

hold water.

Once a national decline has set in, it is not easy 
to check the momentum. The wrong indulged in 
by those in authority soon becomes the fashion 
among the people at large.

Today, some bishops and church leaders tell 
us that the Bible is no longer relevant. They 
also say that biblical morality should not be the 
norm. Deplorably, their message has traveled 
from the pulpits to the pews. We see the same 
downward progression as occurred in Jeremiah 
2:8-13, where the priests rebelled against God, 
and ultimately the Lord brought charges against 
the nation of Israel.

Jeremiah’s message is as relevant for us 
in America today as it was in his time. His 
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observation that corrupt leadership infects the 
entire nation with moral poison is certainly 
borne out in American culture. Further, inward 
moral failure results in outward national ruin. 
This downward spiral inevitably brings God’s 
judgment on a nation, and God’s judgment may 
be close at hand.

However, in Lamentations 5:21, Jeremiah cries 
out to God for help and restoration, “Restore us 
to yourself, O Lord, that we may return; renew 
our days as of old.” Included in this verse is the 
suggestion of repentance, and, in fact, repentance 
for the sin that has been committed provides the 
key to coming back to God.

As we look at America today, we cannot 
help but see a comparison with ancient Judah. 
Surely, every spiritually sensitive Christian in 
our country would conclude that we are losing 
our Christian heritage. Jeremiah, too, observed 
that the deterioration of the nation of Judah was 
because of its sin and disobedience. Like Judah, 
America has enjoyed its covenant relationship 
with almighty God. He has protected this great 
nation through the years—as long as we looked 
to Him and sought to walk with Him.

Judah was protected by divine might and 
heavenly love from its early days as a nation in 
the Promised Land. And it was to both Israel and 
Judah that God sent His prophets, His Word, and 
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the promise of the coming Messiah. Moreover, 
before the kingdom was divided—in the golden 
age of David’s reign and later, under his son 
Solomon’s reign—Israel had prospered. In those 
days, psalms were sung as people made their way 
to the temple of the Lord. Scripture was held in 
high esteem.

However, in the days when Jeremiah took his 
prophetic office, he remembered the good days 
of the past when the priests—and the people 
following them—walked in the ways of the Lord. 
The prophet urged God to “renew our days as of 
old.” He desired a return to those glorious days 
when Israel gladly served God.

Like Jeremiah, our cry should be for America 
to return to God. We, too, should pray, “O God, 
renew our days as of old.”

In the book of Judges, we learn of a new 
generation springing up that neither knew the 
Lord, nor the works that He had done for Israel. 
Similarly, a new generation has arisen that does 
not know that it is God who made America great. 
Today, our school children are not being taught 
the truth about America’s Christian heritage. In 
fact, people in other countries often know more 
about Christian America than Americans. In 
spite of what the humanists and liberals say, the 
men and women who settled this land came to 
worship God freely and to spread the Gospel.
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Those settlers had their faults—they were not 
perfect! Yet, for the most part, the people who 
founded America were outstanding in their 
devotion to Christ. In fact, some of the colonies 
indicated their intent in their charters:

1. The First Charter of Virginia instructs the 
colonists to help “in propagating . . . [the] 
Christian religion to such people as yet live 
in . . . ignorance of the true knowledge and 
worship of God.”

2. The Mayflower Compact specifies that the 
colony was established “for ye glorie of God, 
and advancement of ye Christian faith.”

3. The Delaware charter defines the one 
purpose of that settlement as “the further 
propagation of the Holy Gospel.”

4. The Charter of Maryland explains that its 
first settlers were moved by “pious Zeal for 
extending the Christian Religion.”

5. The Massachusetts Bay Charter emphasizes 
that Boston was founded by men who 
wanted to bring the New World “to the 
Knowledge and Obedience of the only true 
God and Savior of Mankind.”

6. The early settlers of Pennsylvania came 
to America, according to their own 
declaration, for the spread of “the Christian 
religion.”
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7. The Charter of Rhode Island “commits 
its people to the true Christian faith and 
worship of God.”

8. The Connecticut constitution instructs 
its settlers to “help preserve the liberty 
and purity of the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.”

9. The New Hampshire charter begins: “We 
. . . in the name of Christ and the sight 
of God.”

10. And the closing of the Declaration of 
Independence confesses that we are under 
the protection of the divine Providence.

The first national Thanksgiving Day was 
ordered by Congress in 1777. On that day, 
Congress asked for the people’s prayers that God 
would grant His solemn blessing and hear “the 
penitent confession of their manifold sins . . .  and 
their humble and earnest supplication that it may 
please God, through the merits of Jesus Christ, 
mercifully to forgive and blot [our sins] out of 
remembrance.”

Our Founding Fathers were not atheists or 
unbelievers. They were not “free thinkers.” They 
were not Muslims or Buddhists. Despite our 
founders’ denominations differences, these men 
and women built their hope upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ.
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But the American Civil Liberties Union tells us 
another story. 

I’m not talking about church-state relations or 
intolerance and religious discrimination. These 
are incompatible with the Christian Gospel.

Early on, America welcomed everyone who 
was seeking freedom. Now, the very people to 
whom freedom has been given are attempting to 
rewrite America’s history. We must not let them!

Let’s quickly review where our nation 
stands today:

 ◆ God is being left out of school textbooks.
 ◆ Prayer has been banished from the school.
 ◆ Jesus Christ is not found in federal or state 

educational systems.
 ◆ More information can be found in 

textbooks about Allah and Mohammad 
than about the Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.

We also have new names for old evils.
 ◆ Murder is now called abortion.
 ◆ Drunkenness is now called alcoholism—a 

social disease.
 ◆ Sodomy is referred to as gay rights—an 

alternative lifestyle.
 ◆ Perversion is now called pornography and 

adult entertainment.
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 ◆ Immorality is now considered the 
new morality.

 ◆ Cheating is referred to as abnormal 
social development.

America’s God and the Bible have been 
obscured. With this dismissal of absolutes, the 
rapid decline of our nation is easy to see:

 ◆ Our crime rate is out of control. A serious 
crime is committed every three seconds. 
One robbery occurs every 86 seconds and 
a murder every 36 minutes.

 ◆ Drug addiction and alcoholism are at 
epidemic proportions. More than 800,000 
people in the U.S. have sought treatment 
for cocaine addiction. Forty-two percent 
of Americans have smoked marijuana. 
More than 17 million adults in the U.S. are 
alcoholics or have alcohol problems.

 ◆ Suicide is the third-leading killer of people 
aged 15 to 24.

 ◆ An estimated 65 million Americans are 
living with a sexually-transmitted disease, 
and 13 percent of all Internet searches are 
for erotic content.

 ◆ Fifty percent of marriages end in divorce, 
while 12 percent of couples living together 
are unmarried and 22 percent of first births 
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are to women in a cohabitating couple. 
 ◆ Islam is the fastest growing religion in the 

U.S., and Mormonism is the second. At the 
same time, the number of people with no 
religious affiliation has grown rapidly to 
15 percent as other people turn to atheism 
and humanism.

No matter how terrible all of these statistics 
sound, we need to remember Jeremiah’s words, 
“Restore us to yourself, O Lord” (Lamentations 
5:21). These words should become our words and 
our prayer for this nation. Let us not lose sight of 
the tremendous price our forefathers paid so that 
we might enjoy the wonderful freedoms we have.
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What can we do as Christians to turn America 
back to God? First, we need to understand the 
lateness of the hour for our beloved nation.

A friend once told a story of how he would 
often go for a walk in the evening. As he turned a 
corner, he saw a magnificent tree. Every time he 
passed the tree, he paused to admire it. The tree 
was in the front yard of a stately house and was 
surrounded by a high fence and barking dogs.

One day as he was walking, he saw some 
workers inside the fence cutting the tree down. 
He called to the workmen, “Why are you cutting 
this beautiful tree down? If you want to cut a tree, 
cut this shaggy-looking one!”

With that, one of the workers invited my friend 
inside the gate and kicked a hole in the trunk of 
the tree. Immediately my friend recognized the 
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t



24

reason for removing the beautiful tree. The high 
fence and barking dogs could not protect it from 
the termites that had eaten into its very heart. 

As a nation, we face a similar situation. Even 
a great army and the best machinery—including 
our sophisticated weaponry and high-tech 
equipment—cannot protect us from the moral 
decay that is seeping into our national fabric. 
Only God can reverse this evil tide. His answer is 
found in 2 Chronicles 7:14:

If my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land.

In his classic book, The Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, historian Edward Gibbon sets 
forth five primary causes for the dissolving of a 
great nation:

1. The rapidly increasing rate of divorce and 
the undermining of the sanctity of the home.

The American family is under attack. The 
divorce rate is incredibly high. And six states plus 
Washington, DC, now allow gay marriage while 
the Department of Justice refuses to defend the 
Defense of Marriage Act. When the family ceases 
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to be the bedrock of society, society goes on the 
rocks. The Christian church must do everything 
possible to keep families together, give families 
all the support and encouragement it can, and 
honor the family tradition in this country.

2. The spiraling rise of taxes and extravagant 
spending.

The United States is a debtor nation. Our 
national debt has skyrocketed to previously 
unimaginable levels. It totals more than $16 
trillion with annual spending exceeding revenues 
by $1 trillion. Our country owes $140,000 in 
debt per every taxpayer. You can be sure that 
individuals can’t survive for long with such 
spending. Neither can a nation.

3. The craving for pleasure and the brutality 
of sports.

When a nation seems to have nothing but 
pleasure as its goal and is obsessed by sports, 
that nation is headed for a fall. An average of 18 
million people watch every NFL football game, 
and athletes like LeBron James and Peyton 
Manning make $40-50 million per year and 
are worshipped like near-gods. And millions of 
Americans dedicate their weekends to playing 
golf, tennis, and other sports.

Of course, the Bible doesn’t condemn pleasure. 
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In fact, we need to enjoy moments of relaxation. 
And Paul advises Timothy that God richly gives 
us all things to enjoy (see 1 Timothy 6:17).

However, if Christians would spend as much 
time in pursuit of God as they do in pursuit of 
pleasure, we would have giant saints in our midst.

Further, if Christians would spend as much 
time in their prayer closets as they spend with 
their hobbies, we would have an unprecedented 
revival in our generation—such as we have 
never seen.

4. The building of gigantic armaments and 
the failure to realize that the real enemy is 
within the gates of the empire—in the moral 
decay of its people.

It’s apparent to every informed citizen that 
we need a strong defense. However, if we only 
concentrate on a strong defense, we will be like 
the magnificent tree that was protected by a high 
fence and barking dogs, but whose trunk was 
consumed from within.

5. The decaying of religion and the fading 
of faith into mere ritual—leaving the people 
without guidance.

We have already gone beyond this point when 
some in religious leadership not only undermine 
biblical teaching, but also ignore it and treat 
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it as passé.
The following items show where much of our 

religious leadership is today in this country:

 ◆ The faith of our fathers in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is trampled upon and rejected.

 ◆ Biblical teaching and spiritual values are 
rejected.

 ◆ Biblical morality is scoffed at and denied.
 ◆ Secular humanism has taken the place 

of biblical principles. The result is no 
standards, no absolutes, no eternal 
values, and the belief that there is no God 
but man.

When this list is complete, we will have hell on 
earth. Only spiritually sensitive Christians can 
truly understand the root cause of our problems.

The greatest threat to America today is not 
fiscal insolvency, Islamic terrorism, or a severe 
environmental crisis. The greatest threat to 
America today is the wrath of God.

In the Old Testament, God told the prophet 
Hosea to marry the prostitute Gomer, by whom 
he would have three children. Over and over 
again, Hosea was forced to reach out to Gomer 
and save her from her wicked lifestyle. Hosea 
never gave up on Gomer. At last, he was able to 
buy her out of her life of slavery and prostitution.
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Like Hosea, God showed His faithfulness 
and patience to erring Israel. After all of God’s 
warnings to Israel through the prophets, Israel 
continued on a downward path of blatant sin and 
idolatry. The result? God banished His chosen 
people from the Promised Land of Israel.

Surely, if God does not judge America because 
of its waywardness and sin, He will have to 
apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Now that we have passed our 200-year 
anniversary as a nation, we should look at the 
natural lifecycle of a democracy, as theorized by 
the historian Alexander Tyler in 1787:

 ◆ From bondage to spiritual faith.
 ◆ From spiritual faith to great courage.
 ◆ From great courage to liberty.
 ◆ From liberty to abundance.
 ◆ From abundance to selfishness.
 ◆ From selfishness to complacency.
 ◆ From complacency to apathy.
 ◆ From apathy to dependence.
 ◆ From dependence back into bondage.

Is there hope for America? Of course! One of 
the reasons God has not judged us more severely is 
because of the faithfulness of men and women across 
this land and around the world who are praying for 
America. We, too, need to unite for revival.
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During the middle of the 19th century, spiritual 
conditions in the United States deteriorated 
considerably. Conditions were quite different 
then because the nation had moved away from 
its early days of godliness. Moreover, people 
became obsessed with making money, and as 
they prospered they turned their backs on God.

Then a man named Jeremiah Lanphier began a 
prayer meeting in the upper room of the Dutch 
Reformed Church in the Manhattan section 
of New York City. After advertising the prayer 
meeting in the city papers, only six people 
showed up—out of a population of nearly one 
million. The following week, 14 people came. 
The next week 23 people made their way to 
the prayer meeting. These diligent, earnest 
people decided to meet daily. Soon, they filled 
the Dutch Reformed Church, the John Street 
Methodist Church, and numerous buildings in 
downtown New York. Before long, a landslide of 
prayer began.

People were converted at the rate of 10,000 a 
week in New York City, and the movement spread 
rapidly throughout New England. Church bells 
would bring people together to pray at 8:00 in the 
morning, at 12 noon, and at 6:00 in the evening. 
The revival raced up the Hudson River and down 
the Mohawk River. Within a year, more than one 
million people were converted.
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The prayer revival even crossed the Atlantic. It 
broke out in Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, 
and England. It even traveled to the southern 
part of India and other parts of the world. The 
effect of this prayer revival was felt for 40 years! 
The revival began in a movement of prayer and 
was sustained by a movement of prayer. It lasted 
for a generation, but at the turn of the century 
the nation again needed an awakening.

Special prayer meetings began at the Moody 
Bible Institute in Chicago; at the Keswick 
Convention in England; in the Nilgiri Hills of 
India; in Melbourne, Australia; and at Wonsan, 
Korea. All around the world people were united 
in prayer for God to send a new awakening. In 
1905, God answered these prayers, just as He had 
earlier. Some interesting statistics that resulted 
from the meetings are:

 ◆ Twenty-five percent of the students at 
Yale University were enrolled in prayer 
meetings and Bible studies.

 ◆ In Portland, Oregon, 250 store owners 
closed from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. each 
day for prayer. They signed an agreement 
among themselves that no one would 
cheat and stay open.

 ◆ Five years later, J. P. Morgan wrote a book 
that tried to debunk the revival. His main 
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criticism was that of the 100,000 people 
who joined churches in the five months 
of revival, only 80,000 remained in the 
church after five years—that is, 80,000 out 
of the original 100,000 converted!

 ◆ In the same year, the famous Welsh revival 
broke out and had an astounding impact 
on Welsh society. Judges were presented 
with white gloves because they had no 
cases to try—no rapes, no robberies, no 
murders, no embezzlements. The district 
counselors held an emergency meeting to 
discuss what to do with the police!

How we yearn for a return to such days! Our 
fervent prayer today should be, “Lord Jesus, 
come quickly—or send us a revival.”

Change will happen when we repent.
Change will happen when we call our nation 

to repentance.
Change will happen when the nation’s 

citizens insist that the biblical principles of its 
founding fathers be reinstated by Congress, thus 
overturning the Supreme Court’s bad decisions.

Change will happen when we again honor 
motherhood and see children as gifts from God.

Change will occur when fathers take their 
rightful place as head of the home.

Finally, change will take place when our nation 
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returns to the God of its fathers and understands 
anew the fear of the Lord, which is the beginning 
of wisdom (see Proverbs 9:10). Change will also 
come when once more we start hiding the Word 
of God in our hearts. We stand with Andrew 
Jackson who, while pointing to the Bible, said, 
“That book, Sir, is the Rock upon which our 
republic rests.”

Let us take to heart Jackson’s words and put 
the Bible’s words into practice. Then, we can 
continue to lead the world as a Christian nation. 
We should desire nothing more nor less.
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Now is the time to unite 

for revival.
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